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WILLIAM BRIGHAM PARKINSON, JR. WAS BORN DECEMBER 24, 1877, TO DR. WILLIAM BRIGHAM
PARKINSON (SR.) AND ELIZABETH BULL, A DAUGHTER OF DANIEL BERRY BULL, IN MORGAN CITY,
MORGAN COUNTY, UTAH. HE SPENT HIS FIRST YEARS IN MORGAN, BUT WHEN A YOUNG BOY, HIS
FAMILY MOVED TO LOGAN, CACHE COUNTY, UTAH, WHERE HIS FATHER WAS A VERY PROMINENT AND
PROSPEROUS DOCTOR FOR MANY YEARS.

POLYGAMY FLOURISHED IN UTAH AT THE TIME. WILLIAM SR. TOOK FOUR WIVES AND HAD A TOTAL
OF TWENTY-FOUR CHILDREN. ELIZABETH WAS HIS FIRST WIFE AND SHE BORE SIX CHILDREN, ONE
BOY AND FIVE GIRLS. SO THE FIRST SON OF THE FIRST WIFE WAS GIVEN HIS FATHER'S NAME.

YOUNG WILLIAM WAS A HANDSOME, CHARMING YOUNG MAN WHO MADE MANY FRIENDS. HE COMPLETED
HIS REGULAR SCHOOLING, FULFILLED AN L.D.S. MISSION, AND HIS FUTURE LOOOKED PROMISING.

AT TWENTY-ONE HE FELL IN LOVE WITH CAROLINE (CARRIE) JENSEN, A BEAUTIFUL YOUNG WOMAN
FIVE YEARS HIS SENIOR WHO WORKED IN HIS PARENTS' HOUSEHOLD, BUT HIS FATHER STRENUOUSLY
OBJECTED TO THE MATCH. CARRIE'S PARENTS, SOREN PETER AND MAREN JENSEN, HAD EMIGRATED
TO UTAH FROM DENMARK WHEN SHE WAS EIGHT. THEY WERE HARD-WORKING, GOOD PEOPLE, BUT
THEIR SCRUBBY LITTLE FARM IN HYRUM, UTAH, BARELY YIELDED AN EXISTENCE. CARRIE AND A
SISTER HAD ATTEMPTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL BUT WERE SO RIDICULED BY OTHER CHILDREN BECAUSE
THEY SPOKE NO ENGLISH, THAT THEIR INDIGNANT FATHER REMOVED THEM. FROM THEN ON, LIFE
WAS NOTHING BUT HARD WORK FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY. THE LITTLE GIRLS HAD TO GO OUT INTO
OTHER HOMES TO WORK FOR LONG HARD HOURS..

NO DOUBT THE PROSPEROUS DOCTOR LOOKED UPON SUCH A UNION AS A SERIOUS THREAT TO HIS SON'S .
EDUCATION AND FUTURE. NO DOUBT THE PARENTS HAD PLANNED A MEDICAL CAREER FOR HIM LONG

IN ADANCE AND HAD COUNTED ON HIS MARRYING INTO A SOCIALLY PROMINENT FAMILY. NO DOUBT

THE FATHER FELT THAT A MARRIAGE AT THIS TIME WOULD INTERFERE WITH LONG-PLANNED FOR
MEDICAL STUDIES IN THE EAST. SO YOUNG WILL WAS HUSTLED OFF TO MEDICAL SCHOOL IN CHICAGO.
IT MUST HAVE SEEMED LIKE THE END OF THE WORLD TO CARRIE. SHE RETURNED TO HER PARENTS'
LITTLE FARM IN HYRUM, UTAH, WHERE HER SON, WILLIAM JENSEN PARKINSON WAS BORN ON
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WH]LE ATTENDING MEDICAL SCHOOL IN CHICAGO NILLIAM STAYED AT A LARGE BOARDING HOUSE

IT WAS HERE THAT HE MET EVANS BETH TROOP, HIS LANDLADY'S SIXTEEN-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER.

SHE WAS A BEAUTIFUL GIRL WITH LARGE BROWN EYES AND DARK BROWN HAIR. WHEN HE FIRST SAW
HER SHE WAS SITTING ON THE FRONT STEPS OF THE BOARDING HOUSE IN A SHORT DRESS WITH HER
HAIR IN LONG BRAIDS. HE IMMEDIATELY FELL IN LOVE WITH HER, ALTHOUGH HE WAS EIGHT YEARS
OLDER THAN SHE. HE MADE AN APPOINTMENT WITH A DRESSMAKER HIMSELF AND HAD HER GO AND BE
FITTED FOR A LONG DRESS AND PERSUADED HER TO LET HER HAIR DOWN SO SHE WOULD LOOK OLDER.

EVANS LATER SHORTENED HER FIRST NAME TO "EVA.'' SHE WAS BORN JUNE 30, 1885, IN COLUMBUS,
FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO, TO JOSEPH HENRY TROOP AND HARRIET LOUISA MINSHALL. SHE HAD TWO
BROTHERS, A SISTER AND A HALF-SISTER. HER MOTHER WAS ENGLISH. THE MINSHALLS WERE A
VERY PROMINENT FAMILY IN ENGLAND, PENNSYLVANIA, AND OHIO. HER FATHER WAS PENNSYLVANIA
DUTCH AND WAS BORN IN PENNSYLVANIA.

HER PARENTS SEPARATED WHEN EVANS WAS FOUR YEARS OLD. HER MOTHER MOVED TO CHICAGO WHERE
SHE RAN A BOARDING HOUSE AND WHERE EVANS GREW UP.

EVANS AND WILLIAM WERE MARRIED IN CHICAGO, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, FEBRUARY 2, 1902, AND
RETURNED TO UTAH. AT FIRST THEY LIVED WITH HIS PARENTS BUT SOON MOVED TO WELLSVILLE,
UTAH, WHERE WILLIAM TOOK UP PRIVATE PRACTICE AS A PHYSICIAN-SURGEON.
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EVANS WAS CONVERTED INTO THE L.D.S. CHURCH AND BAPTIZED JANUARY 28, 1903, THE FOLLOWING
CHILDREN WERE BORN:

VELDA LOUISA (VELDA) IN WELLSVILLE, UTAH BORN JULY 26, 1904 (DIED Nowv.13, 1954).
LILA MAY (LILA) IN LEWISTON, UTAH BORN FEB. 9, 1907

CHARLES FLOYD (FLOYD) IN LEWISTON, UTAH BORN JAN. 27, 1909

WINIFRED BETH (BETH) IN LEWISTON, UTAH BORN SEP. 18,.1911 (DIED 30 OCT 1978)
PAUL RAY (PAUL) IN LEWISTON, UTAH BORN OCT. 8, 1914

EVA MARIE (PEGGY) IN LEWISTON, UTAH BORN DEC. &4, 1919

PROBABLY BECAUSE EVANS WAS SO YOUNG AND HER CHILDREN SO CLOSE TOGETHER, HER MOTHER AND
ELDER SISTER, MAMIE, CAME TO UTAH AND LIVED WITH THEM IN LEWISTON. THE MOTHER DIED
ABOUT 1922, BUT THE SISTER WENT INTO THE NURSING PROFESSION AND WORKED AT THE HOSPITAL
IN PRESTON, IDAHO. FOR MANY YEARS SHE MADE PROFESSIONAL CALLS WITH DR, WILLIAM UR,
MAMIE WAS TWELVE YEARS OLDER THAN EVANS, BUT OUTLIVED HER,

EVANS AND WILLIAM WERE DIVORCED ABOUT 1928. THEY MIGHT HAVE STAYED TOGETHER HAD THE
MOTHER AND SISTER REMAINED IN CHICAGO. TRYING TO LIVE WITH IN-LAWS ALWAYS PLACES A
DANGEROUS STRAIN ON MARRIAGE.

WILLIAM MARRIED ETTA BERNICE OWENS ON APRIL 30, 1931; THEY HAD NO CHILDREN BUT ADOPTED
TWO SISTERS FROM AN ORPHANAGE. THEY MADE THEIR HOME IN FAIRFIELD, IDAHO, WHERE HE
CONTINUED HIS PRACTICE AS A DOCTOR UNTIL HIS DEATH ON MAY 2§, 1941.

EVANS DIED ON FEBRUARY 7, 1956, AND WAS BURIED IN LOGAN, UTAH. HER SISTER MOVED TO
SUNSHINE TERRACE IN LOGAN, TO LIVE.

WILLIAM AND HIS FATHER WORKED, TOGET{ER DURING THE BIG INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC FOLLOWING
WORLD WAR T AND DEVELOPED A MEDICAL PRESCRIPTION WHICH SAVED MANY LIVES. IT WAS NOT
AN ANTIBIOTIC (THEY HAD NOT YET COME INTO USE) BUT WAS A VERY GOOD FLU REMEDY., IT
WAS NAMED "CALCADINE'" FLU MIXTURE.

WILLIAM DEVOTED HIS LIFE TO HIS WORK OF HEALING AND HELPING PEOPLE. UNFORTUNATELY

HE DEVOTED ALL OF HIS TIME TO PATIENTS AND NONE TO HIS BOOKS, SO HIS FAMILY NEVER KNEW
THE PROSPERITY OF THE AVERAGE DOCTOR'S FAMILY. HE WAS NEVER KNOWN TO KEEP BOOKS AND
THIS UPSET EVANS BECAUSE SHE NEVER KNEW WHO OWED HIM MONEY, AND NEITHER DID HE. IF
PEOPLE COULDN'T PAY FOR HIS SERVICES, HE'D TELL THEM TO PAY WHEN THEY COULD., THEN HE'D
FORGET ABOUT IT. PEOPLE WOULD STOP HIM ON THE STREET TO TELL HIM THEY OWED HIM MONEY;
THEN THEY WOULD PAY HIM AND HE'D THANK THEM, BUT NEVER RECORD WHAT HAD BEEN PAID OR
UNPAID. HIS THOUGHTS WERE FOR HELPING AND CARING FOR THE SICK AND THE INJURED, NEVER
FOR THE MONEY OWED HIM. HE NEVER TURNED A PATIENT AWAY WHO COULD NOT PAY.

HIS PATIENTS WERE SPREAD OVER A WIDE AREA OF SOUTHERN IDAHO AND NORTHERN UTAH. UPON
HIS DEATH, TWO FUNERALS WERE HELD, ONE IN IDAHO, ONE IN LOGAN, UTAH. THE CHURCH AND
FUNERAL HOME WERE CROWDED AT BOTH SERVICES. THOSE WHO COULDN'T AFFORD FLORAL WREATHS
CAME WITH VASES AND BOUQUETS OF FLOWERS FROM THEIR GARDENS. AT ONE OF HIS FUNERALS
IT WAS SAID THAT HALF THE PEOPLE OF THE COUNTY OWED HIM MONEY AND ANOTHER HALF OWED
THEIR LIVES TO HIM, IT WAS RELATED THAT HE'D LEAVE HIS OWN BED AND DRIVE TO A REMOTE
FARM TO STAY UP ALL NIGHT WITH A SICK PERSON. USUALLY HE'D CONSENT TO TAKE PART OF
HIS FEE IN EGGS OR MILK. OFTEN THAT WAS THE ONLY PART OF HIS FEE THAT WAS EVER PAID.

HE ENJOYED THE THINGS OF NATURE. HE WAS FOND OF HORSES AND USUALLY OWNED SOME GOOD "ONES.
FOR RELAXATION HE LIKED TO GO FISHING. HE COULD HAVE BEEN A WEALTHY MAN, HE CHOSE
INSTEAD TO BE A GOOD COUNTRY DOCTOR WHO LOVED AND SERVED WITHOUT REGARD FOR FINANCIAL
COMPENSATION, HIS KIND, UNSELFISH SERVICES EARNED HIM THE LOVE AND GRATITUDE OF MANY,
MAY HE RECEIVE IN HEAVEN THE BLESSINGS DUE HIM FOR THE GOOD HE ACCOMPLISHED ON EARTH!



